
PROJ EC T SN A P SH OT
The PoA was planned as multi-country CDM PoA involving the distribution of efficient cookstoves 
using dedicated renewable biomass in Senegal and Zambia. The first Component Project Activity (CPA) 
was registered for Senegal in 2015, the second one for Zambia in 2016. The foundation ‘Future of the 
Carbon Market’ has signed an ERPA with SEM Fund that includes start-up financing of the CPA in Sene-
gal, based on milestone achievements predominantly related to implementation progress.

The CPA aimed initially to develop a supply chain of woody biomass from sustainably managed tree 
plantations and to distribute highly efficient cookstoves using this biomass, leading to greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emission reductions due to the avoidance of CO₂ emission from burning non-renewable baseline 
fuels.

The initial years of operation revealed technical challenges related to both cookstoves and renewable 
biomass production. For instance, grinding machines turned out to be unsuited to process the hard 
wood from the dedicated plantations. To solve this problem, the project now aims to utilize bio-char-
coal, but obtaining sufficient amounts remains a challenge. Given that the originally envisaged 
cookstove type did not perform well and was rather unattractive to local users, the project shifted 
to mostly locally produced improved charcoal cookstoves that have successfully been distributed in 
Senegalese contexts.

A major success factor related to distribution was the involvement of women groups to which SEM 
Fund has excellent relations. These groups receive the stoves at a discount of 25-30% compared to 
market prices and can generate a small revenue from the sale of stoves to their members.

CO B E N E FIT S A N D CO N T RI B U TI O N TO SD Gs
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K E Y FAC T S A N D 
AC H I E V E M E N T S
• Registered as PoA at UNFCCC in 2015 
• Distribution of 4500 cookstoves by 2018  
• Additional potential of several thousand  
 more systems  
• Involvement of local women groups in the  
 sales and distribution strategy 
• Substantial co-benefits (see below) 

Reduction of deforestation and forest 
degradation in areas where non-renew-
able biomass is used as a source of fuel. 
Contribution to biodiversity protection.

Users reported reduced consumption of 
unsustainable charcoal (by 50%)

Reduction of expenses for fuelwood 
/ charcoal, freeing budget for other 

activities/needs

All women interviewed report a  
decrease in spending for charcoal Women noted very low 

amount of smoke

Reduction of indoor pollution due to fire-
wood and fossil fuels use for cooking,  
reducing negative effects on health,  
especially for women and children

Increased time for women (traditionally 
in charge of cooking) for more  

productive activities or education

A significant share of women interviewed 
report a reduction in time spent on  
cooking when using bio-charcoal




